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stricken with mortal disease, which had now pro-
gressed beyond possibility of cure, By dint of her
own admirable courage, she kept her husband from
sinking into despair, and then it was reported in
Berlin that she was concealing from him the serious-
ness of his condition. Sometimes she refused to
believe it herself; she thought that the doctors might
still be wrong, for doctors had been known to make
the strangest mistakes, or, even if they were right,
the progress of the disease might be arrested. Though
Mackenzie at this Conference of doctors had agreed
that the Grown Prince was suffering from cancer, he
reported to Queen Victoria that there was still a hope
that it was not so, and when he came to England in
January, he was even more decided, for he told her
that " though he fully believed there was nothing
malignant, he could not say so positively for another
six months," and that the Grown Prince was in no
danger. Clinging to this hope, consoling herself with
the reflection that the German doctors could not
" give Tiim a disease he has not got,55 his wife poured
scorn on their ignorance and their pessimism. William
came to see his father again, and gave himself
tremendous airs, as if he was Emperor already, but
for her he showed neither sympathy nor affection.
Surrounded by quarrelling doctors, outraged by the
ruthless publicity given to her privacy by the fantastic
reports published daily in the German Press, gallantly
suppressing the secret despair that gnawed at her
heart, she found her only refuge in her husband's
reliance on her and in his unshaken devotion. , . .
But the iron had entered into her soul.